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Box No. I Basis of tho opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international armlet™ in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this rtem '"^national appl.cat.on in 

° lanau 0 a P o«° n *3J^S£Z* IM 0r V he basis of a Nation from the original language into the followina 
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2 SS^^^ plication and 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 
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H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436&.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 481*1 and 66 7(b)) 
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filing date indicated above is consider^^ ^SJ^lte! 9 ° f th,s °P ,nion ' the international 
3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-4,13-15 
5-12 

1-16 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have 
see separate sheet 



been noted: 



Box No, Vlll Certain observ ations on the International applicaii^T 

^StSVS^^^^^-^. «- or on „ 



question whether the 
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Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : GB-A-2 318 097 (GORDON PETER CRONIN) 15 April 1998 (1998-04-15) 
D2: US-A-5 468 1 67 (Gl VENS JAMES A) 21 November 1 995 (1 995-1 1 -21 ) 

, 1. Novelty, inventive ster> or industrial aDDlinahiiity (point V ) 

1.1 Claims 1 and 1fi 



1 .1 .1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 (see the relevant passages cited in the search report) is considered to be 
the closest prior art. It reveals: 

a liferaft system comprising a container containing an inflatable liferaft (9) in a 
hermetically sealed first bag (2) and an emergency pack (16) outside the first bag (see 
embodiment of figure 9, description page 16, lines 10-12) and connected to the liferaft 
(9). It is cons.dered that this pack is connected to the liferaft because it is connected to 
the bag (2) which is connected to the liferaft. Moreover it can also be considered that 
the bag and emergency pack are parts of the liferaft and therefore the wording "the 
pack is connected to the liferaft" is obvious. 

In D1 the container is operable to allow deployment of the liferaft and includes a ' 
closable aperture through which the emergency pack can be removed. This aperture is 
not showed but in order to put elements in a pack, it is obvious that the pack must have 
an closable aperture. 

Therefore D1 describes all the technical features of the subject matter of claim 1 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the point that the document D2 is also novelty 

destroying for this claim (see indications in the search report). 

1 .1.2 The subject matter of claim 16 seems to involve an inventive step in the meanina 
of Article 33(3) PCT. In D1 there is no hatch in the container and all the container must 
be open in order to replace the emergency pack. The other documents mentioned in 
the search report do not show this advantage. 

1 .2 Depe ndent claims 
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Dependent claims 2-4,14-1 5 do not appear to contain any additional features which in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step (see indications of the search 
report). Dependent claims 5-12 seem to involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(2) PCT. 

2. Clarity (POINT VJj|J 

2.1 In claim 4, the applicant refers to said "hatch" although this element is not defined 
A wording like said "closable aperture" would be clear. 

2.2 Claim 7 refers to claim 4 or claim 5. It should refer to claim 5 or claim 6 because the 
hatch is not defined in claim 4 but in claim 5. 

2.3 "The first bag " mentioned in claim 1 6 is not clear (Article 6 PCT) and it should be 
replaced by "the hermetically sealed bag (23)". 

3. Certain defects in the form or content of the ap plic ation l POIMT vm 

Independent claims 1 and 16 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known 
in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterisinq part 
(Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). H 
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